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THE STATE OF ARKANSA S

Arkansas History Commission
(Act of April 27, 1905)

Circular No. 1
AN ACT
TO AUTHORIZE THE APPOINTMENT OF A HISTORY COMMISSION, TO REG ULATE THE POWERS AND DUTIES THEREOF AND TO MAKE AN AP PROPRIATION TO AID IN PRINTING THE FIRST VOLUME OF THE PUBLICATIONS OF THE ARKANSAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.
SECTION 1. B e it enacted by the General A ssembly of the State of Arkans as, That the president of the Arkansas Historical Association,
with headquarter s at Fayetteville, is hereby empowered to appoint
five per sons from the active member ship of said Association , who
shall constitute the Arkansas History Commission, whose duty it shall
be to direct and supervise the printing of the first volume of the Pub lications of said Association , and furth~r mor e, to m ake a full investi gation with a view to locating and ascertaining the p1·esent state of
preser vation of all extant sources of informa tion concerning the history of Arkansas from the earliest times, including public records,
newspa per files, battlefields in th e State, and all documents pertain ing t o the part Arkansas and her troops played in all wars in which
our people have engaged; said commission shall embody the results of
said investigation in a det ailed r eport to the Governor of the Stat e,
together with a n account of the present condition of historical work
in the State and with such r ecommenda tions con cerning the best
methods of collecting and preserving the sources of the State's his tory as the commission may cleem d esirable. It shall be the duty of
the Governor to transmit this r eport to the ne,d; session of the legisla ture with such 1·ecommendations as he m ay think the su bject r equires .
SECTION 2. The History Commission herein created sh all have
printed not less than five hundred nor more than one thousand copies
of the aforesaid Publication of the Arkansas Historical Association,
shall deposit t en copies with the Secr et ary of Stat e for permanent
preser vation, sh all, under s1!£!,. rules as they m ay adopt, arrange for
the sale nd d i s t r i ~ e pri ce to be fixed
by the commission and after de ~ing all expenses of publication,

sale and distribution, they shall deposit in the State Treasury the n et
proceeds of the sale, Provided that no member of the commission nor
the author of any paper in the Publication shall r eceive any compensation for his services. The commission shall furthermore file with
the Governor an itemized statement of all receipts and di8bursem ents
of funds . Said statements shall be sworn to by the chairman and
secretary and shall contain proper vouchers.
SECTION 3. That there be and the same is hereby appropriated
from any funds in the Sbte Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the
sum of $1,000 to aid said commission in printing said volume of the
Publications of the Arkansas Historical Association and $250 to de fray the necessary expenses incurred by said commission in conduct ing the investigation r equired by this act; and the a uditor is hereby
authorized to draw his warra nts for said sums or any part t h er eof on
the application of the chairman of said commission when said appli cation is approved by the Governor.

